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THE UNIVERSITY OF
S ARIZONA
Office of the President .. ® PO, Box 210066
TUCSON ARIZONA Tucson, AZ 85721-0066

(520) 621-5511
FAX: (520) 621-9323

August 30, 2006

The Honorable Tom Cqburn M.D.
United States Senate

172 Russell Senate Office Bidg.-
Washlngton D. C 20510 ~

Advanced By Fax (202) 228-3796

' R‘e:‘ The Unuversuy of Arlzona Federal Appropnatuons

Dear Senator Cobum:-

| am respondmg to your letter i mqmry of July 26 2006, regardlng federal
appropriations received by The. Umversxty of ‘Arizona in which you ask for, among
other data; a list of approprlatlons summarigs &f specific: objectlves
accomplishments and metrics for each. :We hiave done our best to provide you what
data we have been able to gather in the short time wmdow you have requested, .
which is particularly challeng|n| in the July-August summer-academic recess.
However, having recently assumed the: presndency of The University of Arizona, your
inquiry comes at a time when'[ am rewewmg our University -policy regarding
earmarks and | am pleased to share my| |mtlal consnderatlons with you.

| am proud of the UA’s sterling record: of pursuing » world-class research,
including the medical research you referenced in your letter. UA researchers have a
strong history of success with competitive research grant awards. In our most
recent year of data (July 2004-June 2005), UA researchers have been awarded
nearly $260M in competitively awarded federal research funding. Set-against this,
earmarked federal funds to the UA'in the last 7 years have not exceeded $20M in
any given year, translating into 7% or less annually However, another way of
looking at this may be in the-averages: Congressionally directed funding was
provided to an average of just more than & projects a year for this time period for an
average annual total funding of just less than $10M annually (FY2000-2006).

| have been considering a University policy toward approprlatlons earmarks.
While final implementation. of such a policy will need to spring from an iterative
process of consultations between me and the University community, | can give you
sorne indication of my beliefs. | am guided by the following principles:

(1) The pursuit of science is best served by a truly competitive federal research
grants program. Federal funding should go to those who can demonstrably
deliver the best science.
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(2) Congressionally directed funding (or earmarking) can be effective in furthering
scientific resedrch for initiatives for which there is no apparent “fit" within an
existing grant program. Given the extensive nature of the existing federal
grant programs, there should be a limited number of such initiatives.

In response to-your request for a listing of federal appropriations the UA has
received, | have provided as an appendix as complete as possible listing
congressionally directed funding (or sarmarks) for FY2000-2008, with a brief
indication of the results of the funding. In response to your question regarding hiring
a labbyist, we have hired a firm to assist us in identifying federal funding
opportunities, as well as with representing University interests in Washington
generally. Finally, you asked whether congressionally directed funds have
contributed in a substantive way fo our institution. While the UA has received only a
moderate amount of such funds (especially when compared to our overall operations
and competitively awarded funding), my initial review has led me to believe that
congressionally directed funding has contributed in specific and substantive ways to
our academic institution.

| hope this infofmatiorg'l is useful to you in your inquiry. | share your interest in
the subject as | will continue'to work with The University of Arizona community to
define a policy on this matter.

S ,,' "r(' 4 4

Robert N. Si‘\elton
Pre_side'nt

RNS/ss
Enclosure
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